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Dear Culture Contrarians,
Have you ever wondered about the size of the Garden of Eden? What comes to my mind is Christopher Robin’s 100 Acre Wood. A hundred acres is a decent plot of land, and more than I would want to walk in a day!
The more I think about the Garden of Eden the larger it gets. Here are a few things that have impacted my thinking: 
1. There were high mountains before Noah’s flood. Translators mistakenly translate the word for “mountains” as “hills” in Genesis 7:19. The waters covered all the high mountains. 
2. Fruit trees grow at altitudes as high as 10,000 feet; so, if the Garden contained “every tree that was desirable to look at and good for food,” it would have needed a wide range of different habitats. 
3. God uses a term in Genesis 2:5 that is translated “plant;” it is a word only used 4 times in the Bible and refers to a semi-arid bush (Genesis 21:15). Date palms, pomegranate trees, fig trees, citrus trees and others all like the desert conditions. 
4. There is an unnamed river in the garden that was unbelievably huge. It split into four major rivers; two of the rivers are familiar ones: the Tigris, and the Euphrates. Perhaps the other two are the Nile and the Jordan river. Prior to Genesis 18 and the Jordan went on into Saudi Arabia. In order to split into four massive rivers, the unnamed source must have been truly substantial.
5. It may have had an ocean as one of the boarders of the garden. Adam named Leviathan. 
6. Some of the antediluvian creatures were massive: Behemoth in Job 40 was an enormous creature that may have made its way into the garden to receive a name!  
7. There must have been some sort of wall (barrier/barricade/foliage) around the garden that was impenetrable by humans. When God expelled the humans from the garden, He needed only to place cherubim guards (note there are three or more—Hebrew has a dual and a plural; here it is a plural) on the eastern side of Eden and then only on the road that led to the tree of life. But “cherubim” is plural and Behemoth may have walked that road, so it’s not an obscure path—it took multiple cherubim to guard it.
8. Genesis 1:1-2:3 seems to be a general description of the creation of the heavens and the earth, whereas beginning in Genesis 2:4, we have the specific account of the Garden of Eden proper (Genesis 2:8). It seems that the Lord spent extra time working on this region of the world, because in 2:4, He describes a time before “bushes,” herbs, rain, or a man to till the ground. It is also interesting that in the specific account of the creation of the “earth and the heavens” (notice the very unusual reverse order), there is not a command to leave the garden and subdue the earth, as in Genesis 1:28. Was it God’s intent that humans would flourish in this special place made for them? If so, it had to be huge!
We may never know the size of the Garden of Eden, but it truly was a Paradise Lost. Our culture would have us believe that it was some minuscule imaginary micro plot and not a fully sustainable region developed specifically for humans and their loving Creator. 
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