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Basic Bible Doctrine Class
Dr. Marvin J. Effa, 2023
Prerequisites to Study
· One cannot develop good Bible doctrine without a clear understanding of the Gospel.
· The goal of all biblical study is to determine the intended meaning of the author/Author.
Helpful Resources in English
	Lightner, Robert P. Evangelical Theology. Baker Book House Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1986.
	Ryrie, Charles C. Basic Theology. Moody Publishers, Chicago, Illinois, 1986.
The Bible
What is the Bible?
1. Definition. The Bible is God’s written revelation to people. It was without errors in its first writing, because the Holy Spirit superintended the authors so that what they wrote was exactly what He wanted communicated. What was written is inspired, or God-breathed, not the author nor the interpreter. The actual word choice was inspired and not just the idea of a passage. The Bible is the final authority on every subject addressed.
2. Transmission of the Bible. Through the copying and re-copying of Scripture various mistakes crept in. The majority of manuscripts is the statistical favor for determining variants. The amount of data in question is minute. Theology, not transmission of the text, is the reason for the large number of interpretations of passages.
3. Canonicity. Authenticity precedes Canonicity. God’s people are able to recognize Scripture. The Council of Carthage (397 A.D.) confirmed the 27 books of the New Testament. The 39 books of the Old Testament were accepted by the church fathers, and no additional books were added to the Old Testament until the Council of Trent (1456 A.D.) when the Roman Catholic Church recognized the Apocrypha.
4. Normal use of language. The Bible, as literature, utilizes the full range of written communication, and should be interpreted as the author intended.
5. Central Passages.
a. Jesus used biblical refences: Adam (Mark 10:6-8), Flood (Luke 17:26-27).
b. Matthew 5:17-18
c. Matthew 22:23-33
d. Matthew 22:41-46
e. 2 Timothy 3:16
f. 2 Peter 1:21 
God
Who Is God?
1. An overview: God is person; an eternally existing spirit being who has characteristics of personhood such as mind, will, and emotions. There is one God who exists as three distinguishable and separate persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The three persons are equally God and are of one essence. Each person has individual responsibilities within the Godhead. The Trinity represents true unity and diversity that is fundamental to many aspects of human experience. One way to study about God is to consider the attributes and work of each person of the Godhead.
2. There is one God: Duet. 6:4, Matt. 28:19, but each of the persons are separately called God: The Father is God, John 6:27, the Son is called God, John 1:1, and the Spirit is called God, Acts 5:3-9. Each person of the Godhead fully possesses all of the attributes of God (these attributes will be studied under the God the Father section and not repeated for the Son and the Spirit). 
3. The scope of this study: Historical Theology is an examination of the development of doctrines over the course of church history. Biblical Theology examines the references in the Bible that provide an understanding about the particular doctrine. This study follows a “central passage” format. Biblical Theology should precede Historical Theology, otherwise the student has no foundation for examining the theological opinions.
God, the Attributes
1. The Attributes:
	G
	Gracious
	“God’s favor toward the undeserving”
	Romans 3:24

	
	Good
	“Without flaw or defect, moral perfection”	
	Mark 10:18

	O
	Omnipotent
	“Almighty, all powerful, but not contrary to His nature”
	Rev. 19:6

	
	Omnipresent
	“He is everywhere present all the time as a complete person”
	Psalm 139:7ff.

	
	Omniscient
	“He has complete knowledge and wisdom of things past, present, future, real and hypothetical”
	1 Tim. 1:17, Matt. 11:21

	S
	Spirit
	He is without physical substance
	John 4:24, Ex. 20:4

	
	Savior
	He seeks to deliver those in peril.
	1 Tim. 2:3

	
	Sovereign
	God is in control of everything. His plan included human responsibility. 
	John 10:29, Rom. 4:5 (for Responsibility)

	P
	Person
	God manifests all of the essential aspects of personhood: mind, will, emotions
	Rom. 11:34, Eph. 1:11, Gen. 6:6

	E
	Eternal
	He is unchanging and has no beginning and no ending.
	James 1:17, Deut. 33:27

	L
	Loving
	God has benevolence or goodwill towards all; love works together with mercy and grace to provide salvation to all who believe.
	1 John 4:7, Eph. 2:4, Titus 3:4-5



God the Father
1. Superintendent. God the Father conceived and designed the master plan for the creation, fall, and redemption of mankind. His plan encompasses all that has been created and was developed before time began. (Acts 15:18, 1 Peter 1:20).
2. The Godhead share the goal of bringing every human being into a personal relationship with the Father, John 4:23.
3. Primary Names.
a. The Father, indicating He presides over, protects, and nurtures all (2 Cor. 1:3).
b. God, Elohim—Hebrew Theos--Greek, the being who created all things and stands separate and distinct from the creation. The name “God” is found throughout Scripture.
c. The LORD, Yahweh—Hebrew Kurios--Greek, is derived from the verb “to be.” He is the self-existing one who is in a close relationship with his people. (Exodus 3:14-15)
d. The Lord, Adonai—Hebrew Kurios--Greek, considers the Father as a master or ruler over his people and creation.
4. The Father raised Christ from the dead. (Gal. 1:1)
God the Son
1. The Person of Christ:
a. Savior (Lord Jesus). The second person of the Godhead added to his deity a human nature. Through the virgin birth (Luke 1:34-35), he became the God-Man who is not diminished in his deity (John 3:13) and is the epitome of humanity. (Phil. 2:5-11)
b. Mediator. As the God-Man he is the only one qualified to equally represent both God and man. (1 Tim. 2:5, Heb. 8:6)
c. Priest (Christ). Jesus intercedes for believers and offered himself as the perfect sacrifice for sins. (Psalm 110:4, Hebrews 5-7)
d. King. While born a king (John 18:37), his reign as King of kings awaits the second coming of Christ. (Rev. 19:16)
e. God. Scripture makes it clear that Jesus is God. (Titus 2:13)
f. The Angel of the Lord. This is a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ. (Judges 2:1ff)
2. The Work of Christ (in addition to implications from his names):
a. Jesus provided the ransom for all. (1 Timothy 2:6)
b. Jesus is the propitiation for all. (1 John 2:2)
c. Jesus has reconciled the world unto God. (2 Cor. 5:19)
d. Jesus proved God is righteous in declaring righteous all who believe in the blood of Christ. (Romans 3:24-26)
e. Jesus is the intercessor for those who
f.  come to God through him. (Heb. 7:25)
g. Jesus is the judge of all mankind. (John 5:22-30)
3. Jesus raised himself from the dead. (John 10:17-18) 
God the Holy Spirit
1. The Person of the Holy Spirit:
a. NB He is a person, not just a force or power. He has mind (Rom. 8:27, John 3:8), will (1 Cor. 12:11), and emotions. (Eph. 4:30)
b. He is the executive of the Godhead; all that is accomplished is done by the Holy Spirit. (Gen. 1:3, Zech. 4:6)
c. He is God. (Acts 5:3-4)
2. The ministry of the Holy Spirit:
a. He permanently indwells believers so they can have uninterrupted fellowship with Christ. (John 14:17, 16:7)
b. He seals the believer. (2 Cor. 1:22)
c. He is the earnest, or downpayment of the believer. (2 Cor. 1:22)
d. He baptizes the believer into the body of Christ. (1 Cor. 12:13)
e. He gives spiritual gifts to believers. (1 Cor. 12:11, 18)
f. He fills the believer and allows the believer to manifest the fruit of the Spirit. (Eph. 5:18, Gal. 5:22-23)
3. The Holy Spirit raised Christ from the dead. (1 Peter 3:18—taken in the instrumental case)
Man
Who is man?
1. The origin of man:
a. Definition. Humans are everlasting, created beings, made in God’s image to fellowship with God while exercising dominion over God’s creations. From the Creation there have been and continues to be significant distinctions, both material and nonmaterial between male and female human beings. 
b. Creation. Adam was sculpted in the dirt; Eve was built from Adam’s rib. Adam was created first, establishing leadership protocols; Eve was created to assist Adam in exercising dominion. (Genesis 2:18-25)
i. The normal reading of Scripture is a recent creation completed in seven days. (Exodus 20:11, 31:17)
ii. Other Theories: Evolution, Theistic Evolution, Gap Theory, Day-Age Theory. Gaps longer than solar days are often attempts to mesh geology and the Bible. Dated events in the biblical record, genealogical tables, and Christ’s references of “from the creation” (Mark 10:6, 13:19) indicate a recent, six-day event. Those who wish to understand something other than a normal 24-hour day must do so without the clear exegetical teachings of the Bible.
c. Procreation. God gave Adam and Eve the ability to reproduce what they were. Life begins at conception. It seems best to see the material and the non-material aspects of the person beginning at conception.
2. The nature of man:
a. Everything is either material or non-material. Humans, by definition are comprised of two parts: material and non-material. 
b. The non-material aspect of the person has many capabilities and each can be defined as a function of the non-material self. Soul is a synonym for the non-material aspect of a person. Spirit can also be a synonym, but it stresses the human’s ability to commune with God. When “heart” refers to the “inner man” it can denote intelligence, emotions, choices, and spiritual realities. The non-material aspect of a person rewards or punishes the person—conscience.
3. The fall of man:
a. Before the fall Adam and Eve were righteous.
b. The fall, an actual historical event, resulted in the loss of righteousness. (Romans 5:12)
c. Adam is responsible for sin coming into the world, not Eve. The whole race of humans became sinful. (1 Timothy 2:14)
d. Adam and Eve were not executed on the day of their sin because a substitute died in their place. (Gen. 3:21)
e. While sin is the universal experience of the human race, each individual’s works will be judged. Works do not provide people with entrance into heaven, but works are the basis of reward and punishment. (Romans 2:5-11)
Salvation
How is man saved?
1. The extent of “lostness:” 
a. Human beings are capable of doing noteworthy and truly good works, and these works are recognized by God as “good.” (Acts 10:1-5, 11:14)
b. While capable of doing good, all fall short of God’s perfection. Sin is against God and is failure or refusal to be what the Creator intended humans to be. (Eerdmans Bible Dictionary p. 1105) It is anything in humans that does not express the holy character of God (Buswell, Systematic Theology, p. 264) (Romans 3:23)
c. Every aspect of the human has been corrupted by sin, material and non-material. (Romans 6:12, Jer. 17:9)
d. Because humans are sinful, good works or adherence to laws cannot remedy the judicial sentence of condemnation. (Gal. 2:15-16)
e. Because humans are sinful, they have an abiding condition of alienation from God. (Col. 1:21)
f. Because humans are sinful, they manifest a personal experience of depravity. (Eph. 4:17-19)
g. The judicial ruling of condemnation, abiding condition of alienation, and the personal experience of depravity results in an inability for humans to deliver themselves from the penalties of sin. (Romans 5:6)
2. God’s provision for mankind:
a. The Gospel, or good news, contains the message of what God has done for the salvation of people. “The God/Man died to pay for sins, rose again from the dead, and gives everlasting life to all who believe in him.” All should believe in him and by believing they avoid the Lake of Fire, and will live and reign with him on this earth and throughout eternity. (1 Corinthians 15:1-5
b. From a divine perspective, the death of Jesus exonerates God’s propensity to forgive sinners. (Romans 3:24-26)
c. Christ’s death provides propitiation for the whole world. (1 John 2:2)
d. Christ’s death provides a substitutionary ransom (and therefore a potential redemption) for the whole world.  (1 Timothy 2:6)
e. Christ’s death allows God to be at peace (reconciliation) with the whole world. (2Cor. 5:19)
f. Christ’s death solves the judicial ruling of condemnation through a judicial ruling of justification. (Romans 3:24-25).
g. Christ’s death solves the abiding condition of alienation through reconciliation. (Col. 1:20) 
h. Christ’s death solves the problem of a personal experience of depravity through the act of regeneration and the indwelling Christ. (Eph. 4:17-24)
3. Man’s response to God’s provision:
a. The single requirement for salvation is faith. (Gen. 15:6, Romans 4:5)
b. To “believe” means “to be convinced of something” or “to accept something as true.” It does not connote:
i. Works of any kind (Titus 3:5, Eph. 2:8-9)
ii. Repent (turn from one’s sins)
iii. Trust (as in depend or rely)
iv. Depend
v. Rely
vi. Put your confidence in
vii. Invite into one’s life, or heart
viii. Obey (neither initial, nor ongoing)
ix. Submit
x. Experience
xi. Visit the poor or the orphans or the sick
xii. Give up one’s money or time
xiii. Continue to attend church
xiv. Come forward at a meeting
xv. Be baptized
xvi. Speak in tongues
xvii. Do works of miracles
c. There are synonyms in the Bible for “faith” and they all have the simplicity of believing:
i. Come
ii. Look 
iii. Taste
iv. Eat
v. Drink
d. “Believing in Jesus” allows God to declare a person justified and it is also the beginning of a life-long walk of faith where believers continue to grow in their understanding of Jesus.
Sanctification
How is man converted?
1. Terminology:
a. The goal is the conversion of the person. In the past a person did what was not pleasing to the Lord, but now and in the future a person does what is pleasing to the Lord. This is done through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
i. James 5:20 “let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.” “Death” in James refers to physical death, which can be consequence of sins committed by a believer (cf. 1 Cor. 11); “turns” (epistréphō ἐπιστρέφω) is a broad term that embraces a person’s conversion as described above. 
ii. Romans 6:22 “But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life.” In the past, the work of God has set the believer free from sin (NB “from” a preposition of motion indicating a departure from something). This work of God in the past should result in a believer no longer being a slave to sin. Rather, the believer should be a slave to God. Serving the Lord instead of sin results in holiness and the reward of everlasting life (everlasting life in Romans is a reward for faithful following of the Lord).
b. An experience of repentance is found throughout the process of conversion. Repentance is a change of mind, or in a broader sense, a change of attitude that comes from a change of mind. In justification, repentance is a change of mind about grace, sin, substitution, and faith apart from works. Repentance precedes faith and is a distinguishable process from faith (Acts 20:21). As a believer, repentance is a change in mind about many things involved with our walk with Christ (Heb. 6:1-2).
c. An initial response and an ongoing experience of faith (previously defined as “being convinced something is true”). God declares the ungodly person righteous when he/she believes in Jesus. God’s righteousness is imputed, or reckoned, to the person. “But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness,” Romans 4:5. One who has believed is now able to live by faith, Romans 4:12 “walk in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham.” 
d. The just shall live by faith. This theme is repeated in Romans (1:17), Galatians (3:11), and Hebrews (10:38). Romans develops the idea of “just,” Galatians the idea of “live,” and Hebrews focuses on “faith.”
2. Systems of Sanctification:
a. Calvinistic/Roman Catholic. This covers the majority of main-line denominations, including many Baptist groups. Martin Luther did not intend a break from the Roman church; he objected to the Romish system of justification. Luther taught that the believer could lose salvation if he/she failed to continue living a life of obedience (see his comments on Gal. 5:4). Calvin continued in this Romish belief and this doctrine was spelled out at the Synod of Dort (1618 A.D.) in the doctrine of the “perseverance of the saints.” Baptismal regeneration and perseverance in good works are foundational to this system; under this system the believer can never be certain of his/her eternal destiny. Those who do not persevere were never at any point justified before God.
b. Arminian. This covers the majority of charismatic churches and also includes many Baptist groups. Those in this system believe that it is necessary for the redeemed to persevere in saving faith in order to attain to eternal life in the age to come. Should someone fail to continue, it is believed that they lost their salvation; virtually all these groups believe that a person can be saved again once they have backslidden and lost salvation.
c. Free Grace.
i. Justification before God is by faith alone apart from works.
ii. Having been justified, the believer has been declared positionally perfect, but is also in the process of being purified on a daily basis. Hebrews 10:14 “For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.”
iii. The daily process of purification requires imputed righteousness that comes from the resurrected Jesus, Romans 4:23-25.
iv. This imputed righteousness to the believer comes by faith, not by works. “As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,” Col. 2:6.
v. Good works that the believer does should be done from a heart of love for Christ and by the leading and power of the Holy Spirit.
vi. God rewards the believer for his/her works, but works play no part in the believer’s judicial standing before God, nor do they contribute to the security of the believer, nor do they provide imputed righteousness to the believer. 
3. Definitions of commonly used terms in both the Bible and Culture. (See handout)

Angelology 
Who are the Angels and Demons?
1. Holy Angels. 
a. Observations regarding Holy Angels: 
i. Angels are created beings; created at some point before the current universe (Job 38:7 “When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?”). 
ii. They are spirit beings (Hebrews 1:14 “Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation.”) Angels are not spirits of a pre-Adamic race, spirits of dead babies/children, or beautiful women who died young. Holy angles in the Bible are always masculine (Zech. 5:9 may be an exception). 
iii. They minister to God and humans--specifically to people to whom the coming world will be subject. 
iv. There are two kinds of Angels: Cherubs and Seraphs. Cherubs are associated with the protection of God’s holiness (Gen 3:24), found on the Ark of the Covenant (Ex. 25:18), adorned the temple (1 Kings 6:23, 29), and described as Living Creatures (Ezekiel 1:5, Rev. 4:7). Seraphs (Isaiah 6:2) have similar characteristics, but when appearing to humans, appear as human males (Gen 19:1-2). 
v. It appears that God created an infinite number of angels (Hebrews 12:22), and each person has at least one that plays a role in the person’s life. (Matthew 18:10 “Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that in heaven their angels always see the face of My Father who is in heaven.”)
vi. There is order among the angels. Michael is called the Archangel, Jude 9; Gabriel (Luke 1:26) is named, and there are other chief princes (Dan. 10:13). 
vii. The presence of angels is found in many books of the Bible. 
viii. The Angel of the Lord is a preincarnate appearance of Jesus (Judges 2:1-4).
ix. Names used in the Bible for holy angels: Angel/messenger, ministers (Ps. 104:4), the host (army) of heaven (Luke 2:13), sons of God (Job 1:6, 38:7), watchers (Dan. 4:13), as well as Cherubim, Seraphim, and Living Creatures.
2. Wicked Angels.
a. Observations regarding demons:
i. Demons are angels that did not continue to serve in the position set by the Creator. They rebelled along with Lucifer, their leader, Jude 6, Isaiah 14:4-15, Ezekiel 28:12-19.
ii. There are many names for demons in Scripture, and some of the names are feminine. There are categories of demonic entities that cannot be intelligently translated into English, Eph. 6:12, Col. 1:16.
iii. Demons have the ability to procreate with humans, and those who did were severely punished, Gen. 6, Jude 6. It appears that this will occur again before the second coming of Christ because the Antichrist is the offspring of a Roman woman and Satan, Genesis 3:15, Daniel 9:26.
iv. Demons, including Satan, have limited power and knowledge. They are not omnipresent.
v. God uses demons to accomplish his will, 1 Kings 22:19-23, 2 Cor. 12:7-10.
vi. The destiny of the Devil and his angels is the Lake of Fire. Matthew 25:41 “He will also say … Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” Rev. 20:10 “The devil…was cast into the lake of fire….”
vii. Demons will influence people to the extent they allow it. Believers can be demonized but not possessed because they belong to God. The devil will flee from all who resist him, James 4:7 “Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” It does not appear normative in the New Testament to “cast out demons;” the Apostle Paul, however, after great provocation, did so on at least one occasion, Acts 16:18.
Ecclesiology
What is the Church?
1. Terminology
a. Church (ekklēsía ἐκκλησία) A gathering of citizens called out (the meaning of ekklēsía) from their homes into some public place. The term is used more than a hundred times in the New Testament.
b. Assembly (sunagōgḗ συναγωγή) Translated “assembly” it is a reminder of the early roots of the Christian church which had its beginning in the synagogue.
c. The body of Christ, or members of Christ. Terms such as these see a dynamic relationship between Christ and those who have believed in him. “For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ,” 1 Corinthians 12:12. “And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all,” Ephesians 1:22-23.
d. Assembly (panḗguris πανήγυρις) The term only occurs in Hebrews 12:23 and considers the church as an assembly of joyful people gathered to worship God.
2. The two aspects of the Church
a. The Universal Church. When a person believes in Jesus, the Holy Spirit baptizes them into the church. “Baptize” means to “identify with.” The new believer is immediately a part of the body of Christ and is now united together with other members of the same body. 
i. Biblical references to the universal church: Matthew 16:18-20, Ephesians 2:19-22.
b. The Local Church. The majority of uses of the word church refer to local churches. It is impossible to understand and interpret the New Testament without a working knowledge of the local church.
i. Composition. The local church is made up of those in the universal church and those who have yet to believe. 
ii. Leadership. The New Testament local church had recognized leaders. The primary function of leadership is to maintain sound doctrine where the Gospel is unencumbered and lives are changed through God’s grace. There is not 100% agreement on how to structure the local church, but it appears that there were elders and deacons. “Elders” included apostles, prophets, pastors, and teachers; elders are the leaders. Deacons assisted the elders in caring for the needs of the church. As an oppressed entity in the Roman Empire, the local church only remotely resembles large-scale corporations found in some parts of today’s world. Some books are written specifically to instruct pastors: 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus. Many New Testament letters are written specifically to local churches: Romans, Corinthians, Thessalonians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians.
iii. Functions. 
1. Primary functions: worship of the resurrected Savior, edification of the body of Christ, and evangelism of those who have yet to believe. 
2. Secondary functions: baptism (1 Corinthians 1:14-17), communion, church discipline, provoke Israel to salvation (Romans 11:11).
iv. Manner of acting. There appears to be a wide variety of methodology utilized in resolving issues. While the leaders preside over the church, they also interact with the church and appropriate certain actions taken by the church (Acts 6). Someone skilled at managing his family may make a good leader in the extended family model of the church. “(for if a man does not know how to rule his own house, how will he take care of the church of God?), 1 Timothy 3:5.
 Israelology
What is God’s Plan for Israel?
1. Terminology. 
a. Who is a Jew? A descendant of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Children with mixed-raced parents, or Jewish roots may have had a choice, i.e., Timothy (Acts 16:1-3), but in the Bible, Jewishness is traced through the father, Lev. 24:10-12.
b. Who is a Gentile? Anyone who is not a descendant of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Gentiles may become proselytes (a Gentile who has converted to Judaism), but they remain the same nationality. While a Gentile Christian may follow in the steps of faith of Abraham, this is a spiritual discipline and doesn’t make the Gentile a Jew. Gentiles do not become “spiritual” Jews; they are Gentiles who worship and serve the Jewish Messiah, Jesus.
c. Israel and the Church. The biblical use of these terms is this study’s interest. “Israel” views the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as a single nation or as the northern 10 tribes as distinct from Judah. The Church begins in Acts 2 and concludes at the Rapture; all who are “in Christ” are part of the church. These individuals are called “Christians” and they do not change their nationality or ethnicity. 
d. The Remnant. Jews who believe in Jesus, and all of Israel at the conclusion of the Tribulation. Romans 11:25-32.
e. The Kingdom. Of all the explanations, seeing the Millennium Kingdom as future seems like the best hermeneutical solution. Jesus will rule the nations with a rod of iron, the Jewish remnant will serve as global instructors for Jesus, the Messiah of Israel. David will be resurrected and rule Israel; the twelve Apostles will judge the twelve tribes of Israel.
f. Theological Antisemitism. Theological systems that replace Israel with the church (the curses stay with Israel and the blessings go to the Gentile church), or have a spiritualizing hermeneutic that reinterprets the normal meaning of language used to describe the future of Israel.
2. The Prophetic Kingdom. The term “prophetic” refers to the Hebrew Prophets who wrote about a coming “Golden Age” for the nation of Israel. A normal approach to language provides the following few details about the coming Kingdom of Heaven or the Kingdom of God:
a. The world will have one language. Zephaniah 3:9 “For then I will restore to the peoples a pure language…”
b. The topography of the earth will change. Isaiah 2:2, 40:4-5.
c. War will be a thing of the past, Isaiah 2:4.
d. External sin and rebellion will come to an end. Zechariah 5:1-4.
e. The animals will not hurt one another. Isaiah 11:6-9.
f. People will live long lives. Isaiah 65:20.
g. David will be resurrected and rule the Jews. Jer. 30:9.
h. Jesus will rule the nations severely, and faithful believers will assist Him. Rev. 2:26-27, Rev. 12:5.
i. There will be a spectacular temple, Ezekiel 40-48, Isaiah 2:2-3.
j. The earth will produce abundant food. Amos 9:13-14.
k. The Dead Sea will be healed and Sodom will be restored, Ezekiel 47:7-12, 16;53-56.

Eschatology
How does it all end?
1. Terminology.
a. Church-believers who are in Christ; these people believed between Acts 2 (start of the church) and the Rapture. Those “in Christ” are called Christians. All other believers are called “believers,” for example: Old Testament Believers, Tribulation Believers.
b. Jews-descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
c. Remnant-Jews in any age who have believed in the Lord.
d. Israel-can be a synonym for “Jew” or may refer to a nation. It does not refer to the church. Jews who believe in the Lord during the church age maintain their national and ethnical identity and add to that “being in Christ” and hence they are part of the church.
e. The Great Northern Invasion. Preceding the Tribulation, a conglomerate of nations will invade Israel intent on her annihilation. These nations are destroyed by God on the mountains of Israel.
f. The Rapture-an event that concludes the church age. “Rapture,” which means “caught up” is an extra-biblical term used to describe the time when Christians are caught up to meet Jesus in the air.
g. Pre-Tribulation Rapture is the belief that Christ can return at any time, but His return precedes the start of the Tribulation.
h. Post Tribulation Rapture is the belief that Christ returns for believers at the end of the Tribulation.
i. Mid-Tribulation Rapture is the belief that the church will go through part of the Tribulation, but will be removed before the mid-point.
j. Partial Rapture is the belief that only Christians who are worthy at the time of Christ’s return will be taken, the rest of believers will be left behind for the Tribulation.
k. Tribulation-in eschatology, this refers to Daniel’s 70 week. It is a time of unprecedented tribulation where many believers will be put to death for their faith and the world will undergo multiple cataclysmic disasters.
l. Wrath-a descriptive term indicating God will pour out his wrath on the world during the Tribulation.
m. Second Coming-Bible students refer to the first coming as Christ’s incarnation and his second coming as the time He returns to the earth to vanquish his enemies and rescue the Jews, who have now all believed in the Messiah.
n. Millennium-the prophetic kingdom described by the Hebrew prophets and given detail in Revelation 20. It lasts 1000 years and is a time where disobedience is dealt with immediately and sternly. It culminates with a massive rebellion at the end of the 1000 years.
o. Amillennial is the belief that there is not a Prophetic Kingdom. The church replaces Israel in God’s program for the world.
p. Postmillennial is the belief that Christ returns to the world after the church has transformed the societies and the world to resemble the descriptions of the Prophetic Kingdom.
q. Great White Throne Judgement-all people from creation until the end of time who have not believed in the Lord will be judged by their works to determine the extent of their eternal torment in the Lake of Fire.
r. Lake of Fire-often incorrectly called ‘Hell,” it is the final destiny of all unbelievers.
s. Hell, or Hades-a temporary holding place for unbelievers who await a final separation from God through placement of the person in the Lake of Fire.
t. New Heavens and Earth-often incorrectly called “heaven,” this is the final destiny of believers whose responsibilities will be determined by their works.
u. Heaven-God’s dwelling place, also called “the Father’s house.” While the New Heaven and Earth is distinct from Heaven, it is not clear in the Bible how God will task those who have believed in Him.
2. Chronology.
a. Some events before the Tribulation:
i. The Rapture will occur before the Tribulation, but the time of it is left unidentified. It could happen at any moment and all scripture has been fulfilled for Christ to return for His church. John 14, 1 Cor. 15, 1 Thess. 4, 2 Thess. 2.
ii. The Great Northern Invasion occurs before the Tribulation and results in a global turning to the Lord to the end that many are saved and begin walking by the power of the Holy Spirit. Joel 2-3, Ezekiel 38-39, Acts 2.
iii. Elijah will return before the Tribulation, Malachi 4:5.
iv. There will be astronomical disturbances before the Tribulation, Joel 2:31.
v. The Tribulation Temple will be built, Joel 2:17.
vi. A global 10-King federation will govern the world, Daniel 7:24.
vii. There is a time of unprecedented peace, 1 Thess. 5:1-3.
b. Events of the Tribulation:
i. Antichrist conquers 3 kings, Daniel 7:24.
ii. Antichrist makes a covenant with the leadership of Israel, Daniel 9.
iii. The events of Revelation 4-19 occur, including worship of the Antichrist, the killing of the two witnesses, the abomination of desolation, the destruction of religious and literal Babylon, and the death of many believers.
c. Events at the conclusion of the Tribulation and before the Millennium:
i. Second Coming of Christ occurs 7 years (360-day year) after the signing of the covenant, and occurs after all Israel has believed. Christ returns to Petra, travels to Jerusalem, and stands victorious on the Mount of Olives, Isa. 63, Zech. 14:1-5, Rev. 16:17-21.
ii. Antichrist and the False Prophet are judged and cast into the Lake of Fire, Rev. 19:20.
iii. Satan is bound for 1000 years, Rev. 20:1-3.
iv. There is a resurrection of Tribulation and Old Testament saints, Daniel 12:1-2, Revelation 20:4.
v. There are temporal judgments of unbelievers, who are put to death and await the Great White Throne judgement, Matthew 25:41-45.
d. The Millennial Reign of Christ:
i. See Israelology, the Prophetic Kingdom. 
e. The end of the Millennium:
i. Satan is released and prompts a rebellion, Psalm 2, Rev. 20:7-10.
ii. God delivers the believers and this universe is destroyed, 2 Peter 3:10, Rev. 20:7-9, 1 Corinthians 15:24-28.
f. After the dissolution of this creation:
i. The resurrection of the unjustified, Revelation 20:13.
ii. The Great White Throne Judgement, Revelation 20:11-12.
iii. The Second Death, the casting into the Lake of Fire, Rev.20:14-15.
iv. A new heaven and earth, Rev. 21-22; 1 Corinthians 2:9
“But as it is written:
‘Eye has not seen,
Nor ear heard,
Nor have entered into the heart of man
The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.’”

